EDUCATION (IRELAND). 



ANNUAL BEPORT 

OF THE 

COMMISSIONERS OF EDUCATION IN IRELAND, 

For the Year 18/8-1879. 



TO HIS GRACE JOHN, DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH, K.G., 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND, fee., &c. 

We, tlie Commissioners of Education in Ireland, constituted by Acts of 
Parliament passed in the reigns of their late Majesties King George the Third 
and King George the Fourth, respectfully submit to your Grace the following 
General Report of Proceedings during the year 1878-1879: — In presenting it 
they beg leave to notice that the. lamented death of Dr. Kyle having left the 
Commissioners without a Secretaiy, they have had considerable delay in its 
preparation. 

The information which the Commissioners have in their Report to furnish to 
your Excellency may he arranged under the following heads : — 

1. The condition of the external fabric of the several Schools which are 
under the government of the Commissioners, with the improvements, if any, 
which have been made therein during the past year. 

2. The state and progress of education in the several Schools during the same 
period, including a list of the exhibitions and prizes given under the authority 
of the Commissioners. 

3. The management and general condition of the School estates. 

The schools, which are (to a limited extent) under the control of the Com- 
missioners of Education, belong to three classes, namely : — 1 . Royal Schools ; 
2. Grammar Schools of private foundation ; 3. English Schools. The Diocesan 
Schools were formerly under the charge of the Commissioners, and those which 
remain are so still ; but these Schools will cease to exist on the death or resig- 
nation of the present masters, the fund from which their endowment was 
derived having been extinguished by the Irish Church Act. 



ROYAL SCHOOLS. 

Armagh.— The returns furnished to us by the Head Master for the year 
1877-78 are highly satisfactory. No complaint has been made by him as to the 
state of the buildings, which may therefore be assumed to be in good repair. 
The course of instruction remains as at the time of the last Report, and is satis- 
factory. The total number of pupils on the roll on the 1st day of February 
1879, shows an increase of seven as compared with the corresponding number 
for the 1st of June 1878. The list of Royal Scholarships, and of School 
Exhibitions and Prizes, adjudged during the past year, will be found in the 
Schedule annexed to this Report. 

The rents of the Schools Estate have been paid with great regularity during 
the past year. We have this year had a careful survey made of the estate. 

io. Dungannon. — 
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Dungannon. — The Head Master’s returns for the year are satisfactory, 
although the number of pupils is not as large as might be expected. No com- 
plaint has been made as to the state ot repair of the premises. The rents have 
been very fairly paid, although a small arrear lias accumulated within the 
year. But the total arrear, ','2 L, out of a rental of 1,93/ /., may be regarded 
as inconsiderable. During the past year the rental has been increased by the 
sum of 1 5 /. 5 s. 6 d. 

Enniskillen.— The returns furnished by the Schoolmaster are satisfactory. 
No complaint has been made as to the state of the school premises. The course 
of instruction remains the same as in the last Report. The number of pupils 
shows an increase of four in the second half year. Only one pupil was elected 
to a Royal Scholarship. An arrear of 100 /. has accumulated within the year 
out of a rental of 2,15“ L 

Raphoe. —The returns furnished by the Head Master are satisfactory ; 
highly so, indeed, when the smallness of the endowment is taken into considera- 
tion. The Head Master does not, in fact, receive any salary, as the amount 
which he pays to the Assistant Masters exceeds that which he receives from 
the Commissioners. There are no Royal Scholarships attached to this School. 
No complaint is made as to the state of the School premises. 

The rents of the estate attached to this School are not, we regret to say, 
regularly paid. The arrears during the past year have increased by /6 
which must be attributed in part to the severity of the season, which always 
presses more heavily upon small tenants occupying a mountainous district, such 
as those who compose the tenantry upon this estate. The total amount of 
arrears, which are for the most part of very old standing, is now 1,995/. 12s. 10 d. 
On this subject we beg to refer your Grace to the recommendation contained 
in the Report of the Endowed Schools Commissioners of 1858, pp. 235-2/6, 
which is to the effect that all arrears due for more than six years should be 
wiped off, and that a receipt in full should be given for all rent accrued due 
within that period on payment of 50 per cent. Of this recommendation the 
Board have always approved, but doubts being entertained of the power of the 
Commissioners to give it effect, the arrears, although they cannot be collected, 
have remained in the accounts. The addition to the old arrears of late years 
has not been large. 

Banagher. — This School still continues in an unsatisfactory condition. In 
the year 1872, as a reference to our Report of that year will show, visitors were 
appointed to investigate the truth or falsehood of certain reports as to the then 
condition of the School. Before the day fixed for the visitation the Master 
resigned, and all proceedings came to an end. The present Master was shortly 
afterwards appointed by the Government ; but the School has not improved. 
Recently we had an inspection made, and the number of pupils on the day of 
inspection was only seven, of whom four were day boys and three were 
boarders. From what the Head Master, who is a Roman Catholic, stated to 
our Inspector, we infer that his School has not the support of the clergy of his 
own persuasion. 

During the past year 200 l. has been expended in putting the school build- 
ings into tenantabie order. A renewal of the lease of the school premises, 
which expired on the 24th day of June, has been granted for a term of seven 
years. The rents on this estate are all fully paid up. 

Cavan.— The returns from this School do not show any considerable varia- 
tion from its usual condition. The Head Master was appointed in 1833. We 
should be glad to allow him to retire on a pension, but we have no power to do 
so. M e beg to refer your Grace to the suggestion contained in this Report, 
that wc should be given the power to pension aged Masters, where the state of 
our funds would admit. 



Diocesan Schools. 

By the Irish Church Act the income payable by ecclesiastical persons to 
maintain these Schools was to cease after the lives of existing Masters ; but 
arrangements were empowered to be made with the Representative Church 
Body for commutation. Accordingly the Diocesan Schools at Cork, Cloyne, 

Waterford, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



OF EDUCATION IN IRELAND 1878-79. 3 

Waterford, Monaghan, Limerick, Ferns, and Ross, and the Schools for the 
united Dioceses of Leighlin and Ossorv, and of Down and Dromore, have ceased 
to exist. Two schools, one at Ballymena and one at Sligo, still continue as 
Diocesan Schools. There is a Master at Kildare in receipt of a small annuity 
from the Church Temporalities Commissioners, but ill-health prevents him 
from discharging his duties. At Downpatrick, Waterford, and Tuam, schools 
are still maintained as private enterprises. But this Board has no funds 
applicable to maintain Diocesan Schools. There is a want of power to make title 
in cases where it is proposed to dispose of the sites of Schools which have been 
closed. As evidence of the need of sufficient powers being conferred upon this 
Board to deal with such cases, we beg to draw your Grace’s attention to the 
state of affairs which exists at Monaghan. There is there a good School 
building, a suitable residence for a Master, and the School grounds are ample. 
The landlord is willing to give a liberal grant annually to have an Intermediate 
School in the place. The people of the town, in public meeting assembled, 
have sought to have such a School opened. The town in an important one ; 
but owing to want of power, we can do nothing in the matter. 

Schools op Private Endowment. 

Midletou College continues to be largely attended, and is conducted in a satis- 
factory manuer. At Tullyvin and Benbawn there is a good attendance. 
Considering the situation, it is to be hoped that Clonmel will continue to 
improve from the condition in which it was received by its present master. 
Our local agent visited Ballyroan school very recently, and found 19 pupils in 
attendance, which is an improvement. At Navan there is a Head Master, who 
was distinguished in College ; but the locality does not seem favourable. If 
the endowments of Ballyroan and Navun, which were granted by the same 
founder (Preston) were consolidated and a school established, as the Commis- 
sioners of 1858. proposed, in Maryborough, which is the nearest large town to 
the Charity Estate, the interest of education would be served. At Athlone we 
pay the interest on a small sum derived from Lady Castlemaine to a school. 
It is a successful institution. The above-mentioned schools of private founda- 
tion comprise all those whose funds arc under our control and are administered 
by us. Foyle College is also very successful ; the number of scholars is now 
101. At Carrickm across a salary of 70 /. a year is paid from Lord Bath’s estate 
to a master, hut there are no scholars, which the master attributes to the house 
not being fit to receive boarders, and to the. Homan Catholics in the neighbour- 
hood not being willing to take advantage of the school. At Charleville, also 
there seems to be no scholar, but the master is aged and infirm. The endow- 
ment is 40 l. (Irish) a year, paid by Lord Cork’s estate. The master reports 
that Roman Catholics object to attend. At Eyrecourt there is an endow- 
ment for a school, but it is so small, 14/. 12 s. per annum, that, as men- 
tioned in one of our former Reports, it is difficult to induce a competent person 
to accept the mastership. At lvinsale the Corporation appear not to have 
appointed a master of late years ; aud they admit that they receive the endow- 
ment of 30/. a year, and have discontinued their own annual contribution by 
which formerly the school was supported. At Kilworth the school is parochial ; 
and the endowment is but 15 l. 3 s. a year. At New Ross the Corporation have 
possession of the building which forms the endowment : it was formerly valued 
at 20 l. a year, but afterwards became decayed, in the Appendix will be found 
a Table, showing particulars of attendance in schools of private endowment which 
are in operation. 

Tenantry Schools. 

The Primary Schools, established for the benefit of the children of our 
tenantry, continue to he largely attended, with the exception of Townawilly, 
which has been closed for some time owing to difficulties which have arisen in 
selecting a suitable master. 

Recommendations with a View to Legislation. 

The Board desire to call attention to their position since the year 1858, the 
date of the Report of a Royal Commission to inquire into the Endowed Schools 
of Ireland. That Report dealt with the then existing powers of the Board. 
The members of the Royal Commission, however, were not unanimous in 
. 16 . a 2 respect 
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respect of tliis subject. The majority attributed to the Board visitatorial 
jurisdiction, and a right of inspecting schools, more extensive than were con- 
ceded by the dissenting member, Dr. Stephens, q.c. The latter gentleman 
expresses, in a letter to Sir George Grey, explaining his reasons for not signing 
the Report, bis opinion that the Commissioners have no power to superintend 
education ; only to visit in the exercise of visitatorial jurisdiction, lie also 
denies that they have any power of inspecting ; or that if they appointed 
inspectors, such inspectors would have auy right or power to inspect ; or that 
the expenses of such inspectors could be paid out of the Consolidated Fund. 
The same Commissioner raises in this letter further questions as to the nature 
and number of the schools vested in the Board. With respect to other defects 
in the legislation regulating the authority and jurisdiction of the Board, all the 
Commissioners were unanimous. 

In order to remove all questions, and remedy admitted defects, and (as they 
express it) “ reconstruct aud place upon a broader basis the system of educational 
endowments,” the Commissioners made a series of recommendations for the pur- 
pose of proposed legislation. Among these were the following : — 

1. That it was essential to establish a system of efficient periodical inspection 
by a well-trained and adequately paid Inspector, or, if necessary, several 
Inspectors. 2. That the Board should have power to redistribute the revenues, to 
consolidate or divide the Schools, and to remove them to different localities. 3. 
That the Board should, so far as is consistent with the existing rights of private 
patronage, have the appointment of the head masters of schools vested in them, 
and should, in addition to this, possess a large measure of control over, and a 
power of dismissing, the teachers in such schools for inefficiency or other suffi- 
cient cause shown, although no actual misconduct might exist or could be 
proved. 4. That they should be empowered to regulate the salaries of the 
teachers and assistant teachers in such schools, to promote them, and in case of 
faithful service to grant retiring pensions. 5. That the Board should have 
authority to regulate the course of instruction in all schools within their 
jurisdiction. 6. That the Board should be empowered to make regulations as to 
the admission of free pupils in Endowed schools, vested in them. /. That the 
Board should have power to make agricultural leases for 21 years, and building 
leases for loDg terms; and, 8. That the accounts of the Board should be audited 
at least once a year by a proposed Board of Audit in Dublin. 

The Commissioners also recommended alterations in the constitution of the 
Board; and, in particular, that there should be a paid Commissioner, who 
should personally examine the schools, and be selected with a view to Educa- 
tional interests. 

Notwithstanding the weight justly due to the recommendations of the Com- 
missioners, no legislation has since taken place; whatever admitted or suggested 
defects in the jurisdiction or constitution of this Board existed in 1858, still 
continue to exist. The disadvantageous position in which they were placed, 
and the difficulties thus thrown in their way, induced the Board, from time 
to time, to express in their Reports to successive Lords Lieutenant their 
opinion in favour of legislation in connection with the subject. They refer in 
particular to the Reports for the years 1869, 1870, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1874, 
1875, 1876, and 1877- In the Report for 1869-70, they submitted propositions 
to facilitate the proceedings of the Board at their meetings. They recom- 
mended that, except in cases of private patronage, the Board should have power 
to appoint, remove, and superannuate masters and teachers of the schools ; to 
appoint and pay inspectors of schools ; that University exhibitions should not 
be confined to particular schools, and that the Board should have power to 
apply the funds of all public schools for exhibitions in connection with any 
schools they might select ; also power to apply the funds of largely endowed 
schools to assist others, to remove schools of public endowment to whatever 
localities seemed most advantageous to the public ; and, lastly, that the Board 
ought to have authority to determine the course of instruction, the periods at 
which it is to be given, the times of vacation, the fees to be paid for instruction, 
aud, at their discretion, to compel gratuitous teaching to free pupils. Fur all 
these matters they pointed out that legislation was requisite. In the Report for 
1870-71 they called attention to their former Report, and in addition to the 
recommendations contaiued in it, advised that the Board should have power 
given to it to appoint and pay inspectors and visitors. In the Report for 

1874-75 
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1874-75 they called attention to the fact that their suggestions hail produced no 
result, and that matters remained in the same unsatisfactory condition as 
heretofore. In the Report for 1877-78, the Board again recapitulated their 
former recommendations, and called attention to the effect of the Irish Church 
Act upon Diocesan Schools, and the necessity of legislation to determine what 
was to be done with the moneys arising from sale of the houses when they could 
legally be sold, and as to the houses themselves in cases where the nature of the 
trusts, under which they are held, prevent a sale by the Board. 

The Commissioners now desire again to draw your Grace’s attention to the 
recommendations made from time to time in these reports, and to add some 
further observations and suggestions which, if adopted by the Legislature, would, 
jn their opinion, be of much advantage to the interests of education. 

Want of Periodical Inspection. — At present the Commissioners have no 
effectual means of ascertaining the general efficiency of a school. The returns 
furnished by the head masters contain statements of the subjects professedly 
taught in the several schools, hut give no information of the efficiency or success 
with which these subjects are taught. An inefficient head master may give a 
return of no value whatever as a test of real work. Only by actual examina- 
tion can school work be adequately tested ; and the Commissioners earnestly 
recommend that power should be given to them to employ, at a proper salary, 
an inspector, whose duty should comprise the periodical examination of the 
pupils in the several schools, and a report of the result to the Commissioners. 

Power of Appointing, Removing, and Superannuating Masters. — 
Under existing arrangements, the Commissioners can have no effectual control 
over the masters of the schools under their charge. '1 hey have no voice in the 
original selection of these gentlemen, and although under certain circumstances 
they do possess the power of removing a master, this power would appear to be 
limited to cases of proved misconduct, which are, ol course, very rare. With 
the case of inefficiency, which is likely to be much more common, they are not 
enabled to deal ; they can neither prevent the appointment of an inefficient 
master, nor remove him when appointed. It is impossible that the Commis- 
sioners should exercise a practically useful control over school education, while 
the masters are thus independent of their authority, and they would therefore 
suggest to your Grace that they should have a power of recommendation to all 
appointments of masters and teachers, with an absolute power of removal iu case 
of proved inefficiency. 

Schoolmasters not unfrequently become infirm and incapable. In such cases, 
however, we do not possess the power of pensioning them. The result is that 
the welfare of the school is sacrificed in order that its funds may supply an 
annuity to an incompetent teacher. We venture to suggest to your Grace that 
power should be given to us of pensioning masters in cases where our funds 
enable us to do so. 

Number and Mode of Selection of Free Scholars. — The number 
of free scholars to be educated in the Royal Schools appears to be left to the 
discretion of the master, and has varied considerably from time to time. The 
number was fixed by the Commissioners for Armagh Roj-al School in the year 
1849, hut there is some doubt whether they may not. in so doing have exceeded 
their powers. The fact appears to be that no provision was ipade for the 
election of free scholars in the usual sense of that word, in which it denotes 
pupils whom the master is bound to receive without payment. The Com- 
missioners of Inquiry, 1791, recommended that the masters of the Royal Schools 
“should be obliged to receive a certain number of day scholars gratuitously, 
not exceeding 20 in each school,” but it does not appear that any steps were 
taken for carrying this recommendation into effect. It was provided by the Act 
which constituted the Board of Education (53 Geo. III., c. 107), that the Com - 
missioners might apply the surplus funds to (amongst other things) the founda- 
tion of Free Scholarships, but they do not appeal- to have been entrusted with 
the power ol requiring the masters to take any pupils without payment. The 
selection of the free pupils is at present left wholly in the discretion of the head 
master. Both these arrangements appear to require modification. Either the 
number of free pupils whom the master of each school is required to take 
should be fixed by statute, or a definite power of fixing this number should be 
entrusted to the Commissioners. They should also have the power of arranging 
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the conditions on which free pupils are to be admitted, whether by competitive 
examination or otherwise. 

Repair of School Premises. — With regard to the due repair of the 
various school premises which are under our charge, we beg to call your Grace’s 
attention to the fact that we have no power to pay an architect, whose duty it 
would be to make a periodical inspection of the school buildings, to point out 
the necessary repairs, and afterwards to certify that they have been properly 
estimated. Such an arrangement would, we submit, be an advantageous one. 
It would prevent the possibility of school buildings falling into a bad state of 
repair, as they must sometimes do under the present system, when such super- 
vision is wanting. We are informed that it would be an actual saving of money 
in the long run. 

The Commissioners desire to call attention to the omission in existing legisla- 
tion to provide for the exercise of the right now vested in the Lord Primate of 
appointing the Masters of Armagh and Dungannon Schools, after his death. 
In consequence of the provisions of the Irish Church Act, 1869, the next 
Archbishop of Armagh would not succeed to it. 

Constitution of the Board. — The existing Board consist of six members, 
ex officio, but practically five, as the Official and Parliamentary attendance in 
London of the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant prevent his attendance; 
and of five members appointed by the Lord Lieutenant. Of the whole Board, 
only seven are resident in Dublin. We beg to call your Grace’s attention to the 
fact that there is now one vacancy upon it. 

It is not for the Board to suggest what should be the constitution of a Com- 
mission to govern the Endowed Schools of the country, but in connection with 
the present constitution of this Board, we desire to call your Grace’s attention 
to the fact that from the provisions of the Irish Church Act the place of one 
ex officio member of the Board, the Bishop of Meath, has already lapsed ; and 
the places of two others, namely, the Archbishop of Armagh and the Archbishop 
of Dublin cannot, after the next vacancy, be filled. The number prescribed by 
the Acts of Parliament hud already been diminished by one, as no member for 
the University of Dublin lias been considered entitled to act, in consequence of 
the number of members being increased by the Reform Act to two, and the 
language of the Act which created this Board, speaking only of the member in 
the singular number. 

Attached to our Report will be found a printed programme setting forth 
the special features of the examination, and the conditions on which the 
scholarships and exhibitions founded by us in Trinity College, Dublin, are held. 
It may be proper that we should call your Grace’s attention to the fact that 
none of these can be obtained except as the result of examinations in which 
absolute as well as relative merit has been evinced; and that these distinctions 
become forfeited unless the holders of them show continuing merit; and that in 
no case is any religious test applied to the candidates. 

Appended to our Report will be found a Table showing the numbers of pupils 
in the several Royal Schools on 1st February 1878, and on 1st February 18/9 ; 
a Table showing the number of pupils in our tenantry schools at Dungannon* 
Armagh, and Raphoe ; a Table showing the attendance of pupils in the Private 
Endowed Schools in operation ; a Table showing the answering of the pupils of 
the several Royal Schools at the last examination for Royal Scholarships; a 
Table showing the net rentals of ihe various School estates, and the expenditure 
on each school. 

(signed) Mg. ARMAGH. 

RICHARD C. DUBLIN. 

J. T. BALL, C. 

J. D. FITZGERALD. 

GEORGE A. C. MAY, c.j. 

H. LLOYD. 

CHARLES LIMERICK. 

L. E. BERKELEY. 

W. B. KIRKPATRICK, d.d. 

JOHN H. JELLETT. 

Arnold S. Graves , 

7 August 1879. Secretary. 



(l. s.) 
(l. s.) 
(l. s.) 

(L. S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L. a.) 
(L. 8.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
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APPENDIX. 



Table showing the Number of Pupils in the several Royal Schools on 
1st February 1878 and on 1st February 1879. 





1878. 


1879. 


Armagh ------- - 


130 


137 


Enniskillen --------- 


79 


83 


Dungannon - - 


43 


43 


Raphoe 


46 


41 


Cavan - 


26 


27 


Banagher --------- 


27 


8 


Carysfort - 


27 


31 



Schedule referred to in the Report. 



Royal Scholars on the Armagh Royal School Foundation. 



King - 
Kilpatrick - 
J. Anderson 
M. Orr 



£. 50 per annum. 



M. Kennedy 
A. Rambaut 
J. Stanley 
C. Pooler 



£. 40 per annum. 



Royal Scholars on the Cavan Royal School Foundation. 
C. Mease £. 25 per annum. 



Royal Scholars on the Dungannon Royal School Foundation. 



Ringwood - 
A. Hamilton 
Bell - 
D. O’Sullivan 
C. Porter 



£. 60 per annum. 
30 „ 

40 „ 

50 „ 

40 „ 



H. Morell 
A. O’Sullivan - 
J. P. Ringwood 
C. Williamson - 



£. 30 per annum. 
40 
25 
30 



Royal Scholars on the Enniskillen Royal School Foundation. 



G. Garrett 

C. Murphy 

D. Robertson - 

H. Haugbton - 



£. 50 per annum. 
50 „ 

40 „ 

40 „ 



K. Verscboyle - 

B. Magroarty - 
J. F. Wray 

C. Rutledge 



£.15 per annum. 
30 „ 

20 „ 

20 „ 



Table showing the Answering of the Pupils of the several Royal Schools at the 
last Examination for Royal Scholarships and Junior Exhibitions. 



— 


j Mathematics. 


Classics. 


English and 
French or German. 


Armagh - - 


1 


21 per cent. 




55*1 percent. 


31’8 per cent. 






43-7 „ - 


- 


27-1 „ - 


25-2 „ 




3 


33-7 „ - 


- 


61-6 „ - 


34-8 „ 




4 


1*7 „ - 


- 


46-2 „ 


27-8 „ 




5 


33-9 „ 


- 


66"2 „ - 


40- „ 




0 


28-4 „ - 


- 


29-1 „ - 


24-6 „ 


Dungannon 


1 


22 - 2 per cent. 


- 


73-1 percent. 


28‘6 per cent. 




2 


22-2 „ - 


- 


58-6 „ 


26-2 „ 




3 


S1'5 - 


* 


49- „ - 


29-6 „ 


Enniskillen 


1 


50*4 per cent. 


- 


54- per cent. 


2-2 1 per cent. 




2 


14-2 „ - 


’ 


48-8 „ - 


24-2 „ 


Cavan ... 


1 


8-6 per cent. 


- 


28 - per cent. 


30'6 per cent. 




2 


34- „ - 


- 


16-7 „ - 


13-2 „ 




3 


18-7 „ - 


- 


21* „ - 


19-6 „ 


Raphoe - 


1 


27-7 per cent. 


- 


52'5 per cent. 


18-8 per cent. 
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ROYAL SCHOLARSHIPS IN T.C.D., AND SCHOOL EXHIBITIONS 
AND PRIZES. 



REGULATIONS of “ The Commissioners of Education in Ireland, for 1879.” 



The Commissioners of Education in Ireland” have founded 33 Exhibitions, called 
" Royal Scholarships,” for students who shall enter Trinity College from the Royal Schools 
of Armagh, Dungannon, Enniskillen, or Cavan — viz., five of 40 l. per annum, and five of 
301. per annum, lor each of the Schools of Armagh, Dungannon, and Enniskillen; and 
five of 2 51. per aunuin. for Cavan School. 

These Scholarships can he obtained by such students only as have been three 
years in all , previously to their entrance into Trinity College, pupils in some one or 
other of the Ivoyal Schools. It is not, however, hereby intended to prevent pupils from 
moving from one of those schools to another : but the Scholarships founded for the re- 
spective Schools of Armagh, Dungannon, Enniskillen, and Cavan can be obtained only by 
students who have entered the University from the schools for which such Scholarship 
have been founded. 

The Scholarships arc tenable for Jive years, subject to certain conditions hereafter 
mentioned. 

The Provost and Senior Fellows appoint Examiners in each year, to examine, on the 
first convenient day after the second entrance , vi the month of October, such students as 
have entered from the said four Royal Schools, and shall offer themselves as candidates 
for these Scholarships. 

In 1879 the examinations will be in the following subjects: — 

I. — Greek and Latin Classics (200 marks). 

Three Greek Authors to be examined vied voce. 

Three Latin Authors to be examined viva voce. 

Unseen Greek and Latin passages, for translation in writing. 

Greek and Latin Prose Composition. 

Ancient History and Geography. 

The Greek and Latin books selected for viva voce are as follows : — 

Homer, Books I., II., III., and VI. 

Euripides, Hecuba. 

Xenophon, Anabasis, Books I., II., III., IV. 

Virgil, JEneid, Books I., II., VI., VII. 

Horace, Satires and Epistles, Book I. 

Livy, Books III., IV. 



II. — The English Course (100 marks), will consist of:—* 

Trench, English, Past and Present. Student’s Manual of English Litera- 
tiu-e, Chaps. VI., VII.. VIII., XI., XII., XV., XVII., XIX, with 

corresponding portions of Smith’s Specimens of English Literature. 
Milton, Paradise Lost, Book I. : and Shakespeare, Merchant of Venice. 
English Composition. 

History of England (Student’s Hume). 

Modern Geography (Clyde). 

III. — Modern Languages (50 marks). 

French or German. 

IV. — Science (150 marks). 

Arithmetic. 

Algebra, to the end of Quadratic Equations. 

Euclid, with easy Deductions. 

Plane Trigonometry. 

" Candidates may present themselves for examination in any of the four preceding 
courses, or in all of them. The result of the examination -will be determined by the 
aggregate number of marks obtained by the several candidates ; the number affixed to 
each course denoting the greatest number of marks obtainable in that course. 

No 
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No fellow-commoner can be admitted as a candidate for a Royal Scholarship. 

No pensioner shall be admitted as a candidate for a Royal Scholarship who shall not 
have remained at one of the Royal Schools to which the Scholarships are attached till an 
entrance examination in Trinity College, in the month of October next preceding the 
examination for Royal Scholarships. 

No sizar shall be admitted as a candidate who shall not have remained at such Royal 
School till the sizar ship entrance examination immediately preceding the examination for 
Royal Scholarships at which he may be a candidate. 

No strident who shall have attained 20 years of age shall be permitted to become a 
candidate for a Royal Scholarship. 

No student shall be elected a Royal Scholar unless he shall have, previously to the 
examination, produced to the Secretary of the Commissioners a certificate, signed by the 
Master of the Royal School from which be shall have entered Trinity College, certifying 
that such candidate is duly qualified according to the above-stated rules; such certificate to 
be subsequently handed by the candidate to the Examiners. 

The candidates from all the schools shall be examined together, and a return made to the 
Commissioners of their positive merit ; and also an arrangement of the candidates accord- 
ing to their answering, without distinction of schools ; the Commissioners reserving to 
themselves the power of suspending or diminishing one or more Scholarships, if sufficient 
merit has not been shown. 

In cases of equality of merit in all other respects, the poverty of a candidate will be 
taken into consideration. A student who has once been a candidate shall not be eligible 
on a subsequent occasion. 

A Royal Scholarship becomes forfeited by the holder of it incurring any heavy 
collegiate censure, such as public admonition, or rustication ; failing to proceed regularly 
with bis class ; or failing to obtain in any year either one honour of the frst rank , or two 
honours of the second rank. 

The election itself to one of these Scholarships is reckoned as equivalent to one 
honour of the second rank; a University Moderatorship, a University Scholarship, the 
Berkeley Gold Medal, the Vice-Chancellor’s (Latin) Gold Medal, the Lloyd Exhibition, 
the Way Prize, success in the first Indian Civil Service (competitive) examination, or 
at the Cooper Hill Engineering College, or Woolwich entrance examination, as equiva- 
lent to a University honour of the first rank; and obtaining a respondency, or success at 
any of the subsequent Indian Civil Service examinations, as equivalent to a University 
honour of the second rank. 

The Exhibitions become due half-yearly, viz., on the 1st of May and on the 1st of 
November. Payments will be made in May to such students only as have obtained in the 
preceding part of that year at least one honour of the second rank. A half-yearly pay- 
ment, held over in Slay, will be made in November, provided an honour has been obtained 
in the meantime ; and payment for the entire year will be made in November to such 
students as had not qualified for the May half-year’s payment, and shall have then 
fulfilled all the requisites for the entire year. 

In cases where very distinguished merit has been shown during their undergraduate 
course by students holding minor Scholarships, and where Scholarships for the same school 
remain suspended, or have been forfeited, the Commissioners will, at the close of each 
year, receive memorials from such students for an increase of their stipend. 

The names of Royal Scholars are placed on the College books immediately after the 
names of the University Scholars, without, however, altering their degree of seniority 
amongst their class-fellows. 



Midletox School. 

“ The Commissioners of Education in Ireland” will grant annually two prizes, one of 
£. 30 and one of£. 20, to such junior freshmen as shall, subject to the rules prescribed for 
the Royal Schools, have entered Trinity College, Dublin, from Mklleton School, and, 
having been examined along with and in the same course as the candidates for the Royal 
Scholarships, shall be recommended by the Examiners as deserving candidates. 



School Exhibitioxs axd Phizes. 

The Commissioners have founded 10 Exhibitions, viz., five of £. 25 and five of £.15, 
in each of the Schools of Armagh, Dungannon, and Enniskillen, tenable by boys at 
school. 

One Exhibition of £.25 and one of £. 15 shall be awarded in each year, to be com- 
peted for by boys under the age of 14 years, whether they have been previously pupils 
of the school or not. These Exhibitions to be tenable for two years. 

One Exhibition of £.25 and one of £.15 shall be awarded each year, to be competed 
for by boys between the ages of 14 and 16 years, who have been at least one year in the 
school. These Exhibitions to be tenable for three years. 

16 . B No 
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No boy can bold two Exhibitions at the same time. 

The examination for these Exhibitions shall be held in the month of September in 
each year, the subjects of examination being the regular school-work of the first five 
classes. No Exhibition shall be awarded inhere there is not absolute merit ; and in such 
cases, the amount of the Exhibition forfeited shall revert to the estate of the school. 

Four Prizes of £. 10 each and four of £.5 each will (if there be sufficient merit ) be 
given annually in each school for proficiency in English and other subjects a knowledge 
of which is required in commercial life. 

Note. — All the courses of examination for Royal Scholarships for Exhibitions or 
prizes will be varied, from time to time, by the Commissioners. 

William Cotter Kyle, LL.D., 

Secretary to “ The Commissioners of Education in Ireland.” 

8, Clare-street, December 1S78. 



Table showing Number of Pupils in Tenantry Schools. 



Name of School. 


Boarders. 


Day 

Scholars. 


Free Day 
Scholars. 


King’s Island, Dungannon 
Townawilly - 
Mullaghmore, Armagh - 
Ditto - ditto 
Kilbricken - 


Clu* 


120 

. 

icd for the pres 

i 

! Boys, 40 
Girls, 20 
104 


ent. 

15 



Table showing Attendance of Pupils in Private Endowed Schools. 



Name of School. 


Boarders. 


Day 

Scholars. 


Free Day 
Scholars. 


Athlone - 


_ 


. 


40 


10 


Bullyroan - - - 


- 


. 


5 


2 


Baudon - 


- 


2 


9 


— 


Benbawn (Tullyvin) 


- 


- 


(Night) 17 


63 


Betagbstown - 




12 


(Free) - 


— 


Clonmel - - - 




11 


20 


3 


Cloyne - 




7 


1 


4 


Dundalk - 




33 


20 


— 


Foyle College 




45 


44 


12 


Kilkenny - 




15 


9 


— 


Lifford - 




- 


48 


18 


Lismore - 




35 


5 


— 


Midleton - 


- 


59 


32 


6 


Navan - 


. 


- 


5 


5 


Rathvilly - - - 


- 


10 


38 


24 


Tullyvin - - - 


- 


- 


(Day) 82 


— 


Tullyvin ... 


- 


- 


(Night) 20 


_ 


Youghal - - - 


* 




12 


— 
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TABLE showing Net Rentals of and Expenditure on Royal and Private Schools, 1879. 



SCHOOL. 


Net 

Rental. 


Salary 

Masters. 


Salary 
to ’ 

Assistant 

Masters. 


Royal 
Scholar- 
ships. | 


School 

Exhibi- 


School 

Prizes. 


Total on 
Buildings 

Repairs in 
10 years. 


Miscella- 


ROYAL. 


£- 


£. *. a. 


£. r. d. 


£. 


£. | 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Armagh ... - 


1,210 


400 - - 


150 


350 


2llO 


GO 


0,SG5 


60 


Mullughmore Tenantry - 


- 


* 70 - - 


- 


- 


- 1 


- 


19 


— 


Banagher - 


150 


100 - - 


- 


- 


- f 


10 


430 


too 


Carysfort - - - 


85 


55 - - 


- 


- 


- 1 


- 


5 


— 


Cavan .... 


470 


100 - - 


100 


125 


- ( 


- 


348 


10 


Dungannon ... 


1,358 ' 


000 - - 


200 - - 


350 


200 


00 | 


2^18 


20 


King’s Island Tenantry - 


i - 


•30 - - 


. 1 


- 


- 


5 


*275 


— 


Enniskillen - - - 


1,S50 


500 - - 


500 


350 


200 


GO 


1,050 


40 


Raplioe - 


323 


100 - - 


100 - - 


- 


- | 


20 


742 


10 


Townavilly Tenantry 


- 


•30 - - 


* 


- 


- 


" 


11 


— 


Private. 


















Navas and Ballyroan - 


400 


— 


— 


- I 


_ 


_ 


- 


_ 


Navan .... 


- 


92 6 2 


55 7 8 


- 


- 


30 , 


771 


20 


Ballyroan .... 


- 


92 G 2 


55 7 8 


- 


- 


- ! 


91 


10 


Kilbricken Tenantry 


- 


•42 - - 




- 


- 


- 


43 


10 


Clonmel .... 


358 


300 - - 




- 


- 1 


- 


424 


10 


Midleton ... - 


i 180 


92 0 2 


20 - - 


50 






G53 


5 



N.B. — Athlnao, Eyrecourt, and Tullyvin, have also funds, but they are exclusively funded money, not land. 
* Master and Mistress. f £. 50, Rent of School-honse. t Principally in Building. 
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